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The Project is identified as critical to delivering a network which supports the clean power 
pathways for 2030 delivery. 

The Planning Act 2008 places duties on National Grid as the DCO applicant to consult with 
prescribed or affected persons as well as to take account of responses to consultation and 
publicity. In accordance with these statutory requirements, National Grid has undertaken two non-
statutory and one statutory consultation to inform its proposals, with further targeted consultations.

5. Stakeholder Interests

SRC Group has legal interests that have the potential to interact with the Project. This has been 
identified as the Crown Quarry, Old Ipswich Road, Ardleigh, Colchester. 

A request for an EIA Scoping Opinion (ESS/14/26/TEN/SPO) relating to a northern extension to 
Crown Quarry for the extraction, processing, sale and distribution of sand and gravel and 
subsequent restoration using inert materials together with the necessary associated 
infrastructure and access improvements was submitted to Essex County Council on 17 
February 2026. The council issued the scoping opinion on 15 May 2026. The related planning 
application is anticipated to be submitted by the end of 2026.

Planning Application 25/01445/FUL submitted to Tendring District Council relates to the erection 
of an asphalt plant and ancillary facilities, together with the use of an existing access road. This 
application was submitted on 29 September 2025. Further information under Regulation 25 of 
the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 was 
submitted in April 2026, and a further round of consultation now needs to take place. The 
decision on this application is expected by July 2026.

6. Engagement to date

The chronology of engagement with SRC Group regarding Crown Quarry 
to

Non-statutory consultation: April - June 2022 (graduated swathe) 

Non-statutory consultation: June August 2023 (draft alignment)

Statutory consultation: April July 2024

Landowner consultation: June July 2025

Meeting Dates: 

22 November 2023

10 December 2024 

15 September 2025 

5 May 2026

The parties continued to engage during the examination through regular email 
correspondence in relation to the matters described in this Statement of Common Ground.
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Figure 1 Interaction between TB17 to TB20








